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Vestments, Vestiges, Traces of time

 
“All that memory has loved is already eternal”   
     Adélia Prado

  

Adriana Fontes’ poetic visual exhibition brings to Galeria do 
Lago the possibility of looking in a different way at Palácio 
do Catete, a place where so many stories and so many lay-
ers of time are superimposed. Museums, being spaces of 
memory that bring together past, present and future, make 
the visitor think about the impossibility of creating a border 
between memory and imagination.  

Manoel de Barros, in an anthological verse, defines the act 
of trans-seeing, which describes the imaginative nature of 
memory: “The eye sees, the memory reviews, the imagina-
tion trans-sees”.1 Once what is left behind becomes irre-
trievable in its palpable reality, memory is what projects it 
into the future. Transeeing is, therefore, the experience of 
happening in the memory. 

Vestments, Vestiges, Traces of time is an invitation to delve 
into a historical moment. A look into what has persisted of 
the fact, what has remained in one’s memory. And mainly 
about how imagination transforms reality. Sounds and nois-
es blend into the images to transport us to other spaces. 
We hear doors opening and footsteps. We follow them on 
the magnificent floorboards of the Palace. Glassware and 
cutlery sound as if in a feast, and we then enter the ban-
quet rooms, driven by images, readings and speeches. They 



are remains of an epoch, vestiges that leave a trail of what 
happened. Memories bring associations of ideas, spark the 
memory, awaken the unconscious. 

Adriana Fontes looks at details that surround her, and bring 
them into new lights. The previous reality watches over, but 
allows the imagination of the artist to try to tell a new story 
about things. Sailing without shores is necessary. 

Memory lyrically inhabits the projected images, and, as Pierre 
Nora says, “it is sensitive to all transferences [...], it is rooted 
in the concrete, in space, in the gesture, in the object”. Only 
the essential remains, and thus, from each moment, from 
each matter, only what is important remains.

The many photos selected reveal, in front of the spectator, 
the delicateness captured by Adriana in fragments of a time 
that seemed previously stagnant. The dynamised collection 
rids itself of its old vestmens to expose its shapes for the 
pleasure of those who watch. 

Isabel Portella
December 2014
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